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Words for the catalogue
for DANDANS exhibition in Berlin

We feel deeply honored that Ms Kazuko Aso and the group of young
Japanese artists, DANDANS, choose our law firm as premises for the first
opening of an exhibition of DANDANS in Berlin. Thank you very much.

Why is it that we as law firm happily confirmed to have DANDANS exhibited
here, when Ms. Aso suggested so?

There are three reasons:

1. We like entrepreneurs with innovative ideas and this is why we admire
artists. There is no more entrepreneur than an artist, who does not augment
instantly the wealth of his client as we as lawyers try to do, but the artist
trusts that only his/her own idea of estetiques will spark interest from the
audience trusting that the observer will be caught by the artist’s own idea
of art and sees a value in it for himself. The piece can be bought, but does
not have to be bought to enjoy it, the idea itself stands strong and convinc-
es or not and only then comes the sale — or not. This is the daring point of
entrepreneurship at its best.

2. This law firm was founded some 25 years ago, in order to integrate “East”
and “West".

This was in the 1990, when in Berlin “East” was considered the “Eastern
Bloc” of Europe, which was the Warsaw Pact. This “East” is integrated in
Europe as the “West” finds himself in a renewed and refreshed Europe, at
least until the East border of Poland.

For us now in times of globalization, “East” is Asia, the rising epicenter of our
planet and we, as a medium sized law firm, reach out with clients for this
region hoping to integrate this continent within our scope and also being

renewed ourselves by the many different qualities of Asia. Japan was some
50 years ago the starting point of what seems today to become the Asian
century with its innovation, energy, hard work and precision . If we look at
the art works of the 23 Japanese artists, who exhibited in our law firm, we
find also these qualities in many of their art works.

We think it is time, when not only rich people and giant companies frequently
go to this continent and get to know it, but also normal people and medium
sized companies should get used to normally go there like ourselves. With
other law firms from Asia, we founded in 2013 in Bali, Asia, the League of
Lawyers, which serves helping family companies to reach out from Asia to
Europe and vice versa. We have a Japanese law firm as member and we are
the German member in a group of medium sized law firms with its medium
sized clients.

By this, we got to know the other continent and we realize, how much citizens
from Europe and Asia have in common and we like to spread this insight:
We all like our own culture and would not so easily leave it. We are vested
in a tradition , often with our families and we foster it, community matters.
At the same time, we honor other cultures and are curious to get to know
them, since we know it is part of being human. Serenity is more appreciated
than blind ambition. We appreciate wealth and know that it demands hard
work and science to uphold it; but we do not make a god out of wealth and
do not want to govern the world with our own wealth or culture. These and
other features, only Asian and European people honor to the same degree,
it seems to me and art is possibly the best way, to get a deeper understanding
of the other culture. This, we also learnt in this exhibition.

3. Let me finish with the third reason and a true story.

When Kazuko Aso was here in November 2014, to see whether our premis-
es could fit DANDANS purposes, we went also to my office room.




| showed her my favorite piece of art, called “three basic prayers” by the
Turkish artist Sakir Godcebag, another person, who integrates East( Islamic
world) and West( christian world).Out of Muslim praying beets, he formed a
square, a triangle and a circle, not much bigger than 1 meter times 0,5
meter.

| explained to Kazuko that on a religion level these three pattern represent
Judism, Islam and Christianity, on a human level it stands for the individuali-
ty of believes or tolerance and on a funny level it reduces very big thoughts
to very simple structures. And then Kazuko san said: But those three
structures are the structures of Zen Buddhism. | was astonished, did not say
anything and we had a moment of silence - maybe a moment of Zen
silence.? | suddenly realized, how much richer this piece of art was, if we
see it also from a Japanese perspective.

This is, what often happened in this exhibition: many visitors were surprised
and fascinated by these artists from Japan. We heavily enjoyed the exhibi-
tion, it was a great success in Berlin.

We saw the elegance and the refinedness of the pieces of Japanese art. We
were seduced by the beauty in the art works, the precise observation of the
artists and their different perspective . The artist were ready to guide us and
explain their works. It was a fantastic event, which had several follow-ups in
Berlin itself.

Berlin, February 2015

Henning von Zanthier
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Dr.Henning von Zhantier, a lawyer and also an art collector, whom my
friend Armgard von Reden introduced to me, so generously opened his big
office located at Kudam street in Berlin to Dandans artists. There we could
have a fantastic exhibition. In lovely autumn evening, he kindly organized
a vernissage and finissage after his office hour with his generous stuff and so
many nice friends. We never forget their kindness and warm atmosphere. |
simply cant find out the words to express my gratitude and appreciation.

I do hope the artists will continue their career more actively and globally to
reciprocate his generosity. They will remember that an artist is always

supported by a collector like Dr. von Zhantier.

Kazuko Aso
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